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Eliminating PFAS is not a challenge that can be solved individually. We must all be on
the same side to understand how necessary it is, because health has a cost, and that
cost affects everyone, both private businesses and our healthcare system. We need to
succeed in making everything traceable, obtaining valid certifications that are easy to
acquire and harmonized within the European Union,” and beyond. PFAS-free “must
apply to everyone; it becomes complicated.

This is according to Lara Botta, vice president, together with Flavio Botta of Botta, a
company active in the packaging sector. In eco-packaging, as reflected in the name of
this SME founded 80 years ago and based in Trezzano sul Naviglio, led by president
Floriano Botta.

“A family business,” she emphasizes, “that deals with corrugated cardboard
packaging: paper, cardboard, and sustainable packaging,” where even the accessories
are sustainable. The idea, in short, is to optimize the entire packaging system from a
sustainability perspective: from the box itself, circular by nature

because it is corrugated
cardboard, to everything
associated with that box.

And PFAS? “We do not
produce food-contact
packaging,” but, Botta
explains, the company
remains alert regarding these
banned “forever chemicals.”

“We need to understand
whether they end up in our
products and how to avoid
that.”

The vice president
summarizes the issue as one
of supply-chain control. 



So what should be done?

“One possibility is to engage in dialogue with our suppliers and try to obtain technical
data, although not everyone has it.” Botta refers, for example, to the presence of PFOS.

For the manager, it is important “to ensure that non-EU companies that may bring their
products into the European Union comply with our regulations. We must be careful and
vigilant.”

And regarding sustainability as a founding value or as market positioning?
“They go hand in hand. Market demand exists. Packaging has always been a mature
sector,” she explains, “but the rise of sustainability has made it very dynamic.”
Companies have begun looking at new materials, and there is significant research and
development.

“However, if you do not truly believe in sustainability, it becomes difficult. Also because it
carries a high cost: it is therefore necessary to fully understand its long-term value.”                        

  - Alessio Nisi -

Paper, she explains, is
recycled many times and
all over the world. “If PFAS
have come into contact
with paper during the
different recycling stages,
it is not always possible to
remedy the issue.
Moreover, we often buy
from outside the EU, where
our regulations do not
exist and where there is no
certified guarantee
regarding the absence of
PFAS.”
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